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press il no uncertain wiuhs vus
and Icgitimate concern about
actions of South Africa.
-~ zre working ‘n harmony with
Keclern “glliance friends., We are
ing in harmony with leaders in
2 wpd throughout ‘tne rest of the
Iope decision has been to support
L7 sanetions~against the sale of
me to South Alrice, This will be
=¢ ows immeaiately by us,
/ Trediction ic the United Nations
zdopt such a resolution, and it
hee overwhelmingly supported by
1ztions of the worlid. This will be
«d with a direction from me that
be carried out. It would include
chilition apainst the sale of spare
5 10 weapons and we will also, of
se, assess other actions that might
iken in the future.
‘e don’t know yet what the negotia-
s might be between us and the na-
s that T describe to you, but this
a «ippropriate action in my opinion,
we still hope that South Africa’
ust ¢cever thomselves from the rest

he world community, that they will .
seraie with -us in bringing peace .

that they will move in a rapid

evolulionary way toward restoring °

graating for the first time those
1% sights thet we hold so dear.

4. Matural Gas Pricing

). Mr, President. There is talk on
itoi Uil that the Administration
uki accept a bill that sets the pricing
naiural gas at $1.85 per mcf and
1 sald that you would only sign a
. that was fair to the consumers,
: if 1o Congress were to pass a bill
ting the price at $1.65, would you
n i? '

A. Y don’t want to get into the role '

seying I will or will not sign a bill
it has inds or that in it. As you know,
2 negotiations on the House and Sen-
: sia2 both are very sensitive at this
int and we had prospects several
nths 2go in June and July of having
:omplete failure in the House. .
They debated and -warked and very
uraggenusly came out with an accept-
e package fairly close to what we
oposed. 1 still stand behind the
wposzis that we. made te Congress
April. T believe "that’s the best ap-
oach. The price for natural gas that
e put forward was $1.75. It invoives
slow but predictable increase in the
rice of natural gas that would be com-

atible with world prices and it had -
n accurate, I think an adequate de--

criptinn of the definition of new gas.

We also proposed to include both
atrastate and interstate gas in this
iew program. That's still my position
nd that’s what I'm going to fight for
ind work hard for in the conference
ommittee, and then when the confer-
':nce vominitiee comes back to the
Jouse and Senate.

I have not had any secret or private
1gresmernts with anyone te modify our
swn original proposal. Wa stuck with

:the merits
Tself? - .

¥

tion oJ the general terms for a settle-

ment. The details, the exact procedures

by which we might verify and so forth,

would take a long end-iedicus negotia-
ticn, '

As v know, the SALT I egreement,

he so-called interim agreement, pro-

- vides ior heavy disparity between us
and tha Sovieis,.with the Soviets hav-

ing a right to have about one-third
more launchers than we have, and
about one-third more submarines than
we have, and about one-third more sub-
marine missiles than we have,

The Vladivostok Agreement which,
as you know, has never been ratified,
set a 2,400 limit on launchers, 1,320
limit on American missiles. We hope

to reduce those levels. And there's a

general agreement now that those
levels will be reduced.

Also, for the first time, we have dis-
cussed in very strong terms and are
close to an agreement on how many
land-based ICBM MIRV missiles will
‘be permitted, This is a-new develop-
ment. - 0 . 4L ¢

But we've not yet reached final
agreement between ourselves and the
Soviet Union. - -

But I think, as 1 said in both Jowa
and in Los Angeles, within a few weeks.
we'll have a demonstrafion. of real
prog-ess. 1he detail signing «f a treaty
will take longer than that, A

6. Indictment of Helms -
Q. Mr. President, Attorney General

Griffin Bell said recently that he has |

reached some decision now in hs own.

mind as to whether or not it is proper

and practical to seek amr indictment
against former C. 1. A. Director Richard
Helms, He also discussed some of the
ways- that he thought might be used
to keep sensitive materials of national
seeurity value from being revealed in
any tral that might ensue.

Have ynu reached any coriclusion in
your own mind on this matter, and
is the issue of revealing national secur-
ty material sufficiently -resolved now
so tliat the judgment can be mad: on
of a possible indictment it-

A. Idon’t know. The Attorney Gener-
al has not informed me about what
his decisien is. In fact, I had not known
he had made a decision until I saw
it 'in the press.: I would presume,

~ though, that before that decision is pui.
into final form that he would discuss

it with ine. He has not yet done sc.
7. Criticism: of President -
Q. Mr. President, Mr. Rhodes, the

Republican leader of the House. says
that your Administration is inept. And,

as you know, a lot of people have been-.

spggesiing that you have not been able
- 10 cope with all of these problems and
with all of these initiativés. Assuming
you don’t think there’s a word of truth
in any of that, will vou tell us why
vou think the perception is abroad to

——Uule universities, the economsts, tae
business leaders, the labor lexda=s.

) ;‘md J don't see anything wrorp with
this or anything that T would Luve Gone
differently. The fact that the easy soln-
tions bave not come forward iramedi-
ately don’t concern me because they
are not the questions that can be re-
soived easily. '

But1think that in the long run, cer-
tainly in retrospect after this year poes

nounced that . wouig,
€Nnergy package. I opnq
rating would drop 15 pi

There is a ¢ ;
country of optin
as revealed by
others. The ecour
£00d attrivutes i it
recognized vivid'y, 11
is cominy down fzirly
an underlving infiag
ahout 6 percea. The
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that he had been listening 5 th. eritics,

He also seemed Jess ebulhert = 1 vipo-
ously optimistic than Le hic @7 heen
earlier in the year.

He admitted he had a big apjside {for
the “difficult and controvert: edding

“but 1 could not bring myse
dent, responsible for our pecple’s security
and for the welfare of cur citizens, for
the redressing of some lcngstending proh-
lems, to delay thcem simply 1o avoid
controversy.”,

" But he indicated, far more cleasly than

he had in the past, some realistic doubts'

about the art of the possible.- o

“It migh_ take us three or four mure
years to reach a final conclusion on wel-
fare reform, or tax reform,” he said, a
prediction he had not muade hefore. It
was, he said, better to get such difficult
“problems on the table” and iet the power
centers and. the people chew on them.

But, in a move that showed he was
by no means innocent of political reality
and of the need for careful timing, he
said thattis much heralded “tax reform”
bill would be held back until a neatly
exhausted Congress dealt with his energy
policy proposals and with new financing
for the depleted Social Security System.
Mr, Carter was deliberately vague about
whether the tax reform package would
come at the end of this Congressional
session or early next year—but it will
definitely come.

Then, he clearly indicated, the country
will be given a sort of breathing spell.

“I was thinking the otlier day,” he said
softly, “about what new major innovative
proposals might be forthcoming next year
and the vear after. I can’t think of aay.
I think ‘we have addressed el! of the
major problems already.” He saddec, “I
think most of th emajor debates now
have already been initiated.” .

This was not quite as -simpie ac the
President made it sound, One of his top
White House assistants seid later that
the Preisdent would probatly try to intro-
duce into Congress sometime in the next
two years national health insurance legis-
lation and a comprehensive “urban poli-
cy,” since they are commitments ziready
made by the President.

Nonetheless, his words may he a relief
to critics like Arthur F. Burns, ihe chair-
man of the Federal Reserve Board, who

only yesterday criticized Mr Carter’s eco-
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a Slower .

i
i

nomic policies and sai
pected “the ability of 1
similate new policy p:
planning frameworl: :

stretched pretty <hin.” |
The President did o
any of the supposei,
Burns had hinted ol
apgzin, Mr. Carter sc2.y
ry than combative. !
He said he *“‘shared’ ]
that “we have creai: .
L,usiness community “.3
als”—although he ¢:id
helped because urgeal
urgent renredy. i
Three different ti .
news conference Mi. ¢
reform pregram wr
at prometing capitz]
couraging capital invt
that Mr. Burns had u.¢
Mr. Carter said
whether {o resppoint
term. as chaimmen o
expires in Januvar.. |
very able ang oute
ran.” [Question 2.}
- Anc Mr. C oY

Christio.
Plann.

WASHINGTOM, 1+

ident Carier, &'

Rosalynn, had mals
decision” {n rve'rov
the Chrisimss Lo
to day thet his
justed to its new [
“I alwavs sperd
he said after o
news conference
He said that Tirs
the decision te re:!
the holiday.
“The town k=
atcommoi=te
of tourists ard
nancially from
to put . . .
structuye intact.” !
He wus ag
would siterd Lio-
on2 Or 2 ners 0l
sSHpNRer, A
2s he ¢id e e L
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